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For Balikbayan shipping from TX to Cebu, | have a slightly oversized box (Alto 15"
speakers 2 pcs) . | will be building a double ply box to make it fit. Am | allowed to
create and use my custom box size or I'm bound to use the supplied Extra large
box from the shipping company like Umax or Freedom Shipping.

Yes, you are generally allowed to build and use your own custom-sized box. You
are not strictly bound to use the company-provided standard or Extra Large
boxes, especially when shipping heavy, rigid, or awkwardly shaped items like
professional PA speakers.

However, doing this changes how you will be billed and how the box is handled.
Here is exactly what you need to know before you start taping that double-ply
cardboard:

1. How You Will Be Billed (Odd-Size / Loose Cargo)

Standard Balikbayan boxes (like a 24" x 18" x 24" XL) are shipped at a flat rate
because ocean containers are packed precisely like Tetris blocks using uniform
dimensions.

When you introduce a custom-built box, it is classified as "Odd-Size" or "Loose
Cargo."

» Instead of a flat rate, companies like UMAC or Freedom Shipping will measure
your custom box at pickup and bill you by total volume (Length x Width x
Height in inches divided by a volume factor, usually 1,728 to get cubic feet) or
by a modified prorated rate.
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o Expect to pay slightly more per cubic inch than you would with a standard box
to account for the awkward spacing it creates in the container.

2. Physical & Customs Limits

While you can customize the shape, there are strict structural and legal
boundaries you cannot cross:

o The Bureau of Customs (BOC) Volume Cap: By Philippine law, to qualify for
the tax-exempt Balikbayan privilege, a single container or box cannot exceed
a maximum volume of 200,000 gross cubic centimeters (200\text{ Liters} or
roughly 7.06\text{ cubic feet}). An XL box is usually right at this limit. If your
custom box is significantly larger than an XL box, it may be rejected or
stripped of duty-free status.

» Weight Penalties: While many sea freight companies claim "no weight limit," a
custom box housing two heavy Alto 15" speakers will test the structural limits.
If the box exceeds 100a€"150 Ibs, the courier may slap on a heavy-weight
surcharge because it requires a two-man lift at distribution centers and local
delivery in Cebu.

3. Tips for Building Your Speaker Box

Since you are protecting electronics and building the box from scratch, keep these
steps in mind:

» Brace the Base: Alto 15" speakers have considerable magnets and weight.
Double-ply is great for the walls, but reinforce the bottom with an extra layer
of thick corrugated cardboard or a thin sheet of plywood so the bottom
doesn't blow out when lifted.

o Keep it Cuboid: Avoid creating an irregular shape. Keep it a strict rectangle or
cube. If it's oddly shaped, couriers will measure the absolute widest points for
billing anyway, meaning you'll pay for empty air space.

o Call Ahead: Before the driver arrives at your door in Texas, call your local
UMAC or Freedom agent and tell them: "/ have a custom-built double-ply box
containing two speakers, measuring X by Y by Z. Can you confirm your
current per-cubic-foot rate for odd-sized cargo to Cebu?" This prevents any
sticker shock or rejection on pickup day.
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